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its future....... 


While the Library is the beneficiary of certain trust funds and also each year 
receives some gifts, about ninety per cent of its support comes from the annual 
appropriations which the Town Meeting votes for it — appropriations currently 
running around $25,000. In large measure, therefore, its future will continue 
to be determined by the amount of these appropriations. 

The Trustees hope that the Town will desire to increase steadily, if not spec- 
tacularly, its support of the Library. They are proud of its history and growth; 
they believe in its value and importance to the community; and they are con- 
fident of its readiness and ability to make immediate and remunerative use of all 
additional funds allotted to it. In addition, they remind the Town of the signifi- 
cance of memorial gifts and bequests over the years to the Library’s development 
— and they urge today’s residents to consider the example of certain of their 
generous and public spirited predecessors. 

The Trustees have long-term plans for expanding the Library’s services — 
as money becomes available. For example, a music room would meet a current 
need, as would also facilities for segregating and exhibiting rare books in the 
collection; stack space is severely limited, and in time a bookmobile should be 
operated — perhaps in cooperation with another town. As they look ahead, the’ 
Trustees see the necessity for — and possibility of — a wing at the back of the 
Main Building. Meanwhile they express warm thanks for the support which 
the Library now receives. 
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FOUNDED IN 1848 AS THE FIRST FREE LIBRARY 
IN MASSACHUSETTS ... 
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its future.....<;. 


While the Library is the beneficiary of certain trust funds and also each year 
receives some gifts, about ninety per cent of its support comes from the annual 
appropriations which the Town Meeting votes for it — appropriations currently 
running around $25,000. In large measure, therefore, its future will continue 
to be determined by the amount of these appropriations. 

The Trustees hope that the Town will desire to increase steadily, if not spec- 
tacularly, its support of the Library. They are proud of its history and growth; 
they believe in its value and importance to the community; and they are con- 
fident of its readiness and ability to make immediate and remunerative use of all 
additional funds allotted to it. In addition, they remind the Town of the signifi- 
cance of memorial gifts and bequests over the years to the Library’s development 
— and they urge today’s residents to consider the example of certain of their 
generous and public spirited predecessors. 

The Trustees have long-term plans for expanding the Library’s services — 
as money becomes available. For example, a music room would meet a current 
need, as would also facilities for segregating and exhibiting rare books in the 
collection; stack space is severely limited, and in time a bookmobile should be 
operated — perhaps in cooperation with another town. As they look ahead, the’ 
Trustees see the necessity for — and possibility of — a wing at the back of the 
Main Building. Meanwhile they express warm thanks for the support which 
the Library now receives. 
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FOUNDED IN 1848 AS THE FIRST FREE LIBRARY 
IN MASSACHUSETTS . . 
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. WAYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDED IN 1848. ; 3 ? 
FIRST FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY IN MASSACHUSETTS; . 
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The Waylancé Library was founded in 1646 as the first 
free public library in Maesachusetts. In fact, however, the 
library movement had begun in the Town much earlier << in 
1796 when the Reverend Josiah Bridge, pastor of the First 
Church in Wayland (then known as Bast Sudbury), organized the 
“Zaet Sudbury Gecial Library.“ ‘The original 32 members paid 
a membership fee of $4 and a yearly assesament of 25¢ for the 
purchase of books, ‘The first purchase waa 34 volum@s, but by 
1832 the collection had grown to 227 volumes. The books were 
kept in the home of the librarian, whe was paid $2 a year for 
services. 

in 1647 the Reverend Prancis Wayland, president of 
Brown University, who as a close friend of Tudge Edward Mellen 
frequently visited Wayland, offered to give $500 to help es- 
tablish a free public library in the Town if the residents 
would raise an equal sum. The offer was accepted at Town Meet- 
ing on March G, 1848, after subscriptions from 208 persons had 
provided $553.90. | : 

_ Leter Judge Mellen had doubts about the right of a town 
tie ins antetineniine fer & prbite Lakensy) eo the Reverend John 
‘Burt Wight, then a Representative in the General Court, took 
the lead in securing enactment in May 1651 of the “Library Act” 
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which authorized any city or town in the Commonwealth to raise 
and spend public funds in order to “establish and maintain 
libraries for the use of the inhabitants thereos. “ 

“Whe Library was first established in a room in the 
Town House (now Collinge Market). In 1674 a reading ecm was. ” 
established in Cochituate. At a cost of $20 the Library was 
moved in 1879 to “nev, commodious and pleasant apertmente” in 
| What at thectine was the new Town Hall (razed in 1959). 

Then in 1896 Mr. Warren Gould Roby, a prominent 
Wayland citizen, gave the Town $10,000 and land on which to 
buiieé a library building. The result of this generous gift 
was our prevent fine building which wae dedicated in 1900. 
‘Me. Reby's portrait hangs in the reading roaa opposite that 
of the Reverend wight. 
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